SOLUTIONS

Abbreviations 

BWC= BEFORE WATCHING ACTIVITIES

WWA= WHILE  WATCHING ACTIVITIES

AWA = AFTER WATCHING ACTIVITIES
Scene 1    

Chapter 1

BWC
1.3 Vocabulary work
Find in the puzzle the following words:                                                                                                                                                      
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Semester                                                         
Knowledge

Student

academy

pillars

honour

excellence

graduated

principle
success

byword

cornerstone

WWA
1.4
1=  Todd Andersen   2= Charlie Dalton  3= Stephen Meeks   4= Mr. Nolan    5= Mr. Perry

6= Cameron    7= Neil Perry   8= Knox Overstreet     9= Mr. John Keating

1.5 

The four pillars are : 

tradition, honour, discipline, excellence.
1.6
In her first year, Welton Academy graduated five students. Last year we graduated fifty-one. And

more than seventy-five percent of those went on to the Ivy League. This, this kind of accomplishment is

the result of fervent dedication to the principles taught here. This is why you parents have been sending us

your sons. This is why we are the best preparatory school in the United States.

1.7

The four pillars are:
travesty
, horror, decadence, excrement.

1.8 Meeks helps Charlie in : Latin, English and Trig.

1.9 Mr. Perry forces is son Neil to drop :the school annual.

Scene 2

Chapter 2

BWA
It’s 5 o’ clock in the morning.

WWA
2.1

a) Four teachers

b) They teach : 1) chemistry 2) latin 3) math (trigonometry)  4) literature.

c) Captain, My Captain

e) Because he has dinner at the Danburry’s house.

f) No, he isn’t.
g) He writes “CARPE DIEM”.

h) No, she isn’t. That ’s her daughter Chris.

i) No, it wasn’t.

j)Yes, she is.
2.2 

1 CHARLIE:  How was dinner?

2 KNOX: Terrible. Awful.

3 CHARLIE: Why? What happened?

4 KNOX: Tonight, I met the most beautiful girl in my entire life.

5 NEIL: Are you crazy? What's wrong with that?

6 KNOX: She's practically engaged. To Chet Danburry.

7 CHARLIE: That guy could eat a football.

8 PITTS: Too bad.

9 KNOX: Too bad? It's worse than too bad Pitts. It's a tragedy. A girl this beautiful in love with such a jerk.

10 PITTS: All the good ones go for jerks, you know that.

11 CAMERON: Yeah, forget her. Open your trig book and try and figure out problem

          five.

12 KNOX:  I can't just forget her, Cameron. And I certainly  can't think about trig!
AWA

2.4

1/d    2/f   3/g  4/e   5/b   6/c     7/a

Scene 3   

Chapter 3

BWA

3.3

a= (F)    It is entitled “Understanding Poetry”.

b= (T)

c= (F)    Mr  Keating says :”Excrement. That’s what I think of Mr. J. Evans Pritchard.

d=(T)

e= (F)   He says: ”We don’t read and write poetry because it’s cute. We read and write

                           poetry because we are member of the human race… […]

f= (F) 

g=(F)  They are having lunch

h= (T)

3.4

KEATING


1
Thank you Mr. Dalton. Armies of academics



going forward, measuring poetry. No, we



will not have that here. No more of Mr.



J. Evans Pritchard. Now in my class you


5
will learn to think for yourselves again.



You will learn to savour words and language.



No matter what anybody tells you, words and



ideas can change the world. Now I see that look



in Mr. Pitt's eye, like nineteenth century


10
literature has nothing to do with going to



business school or medical school. Right?



Maybe. Mr. Hopkins, you may agree with him, 



thinking "Yes, we should simply study our



Mr. Pritchard and learn our rhyme and meter


15
and go quietly about the business of



achieving other ambitions." I have a little



secret for you. Huddle up. Huddle up! 
Scene 4  

Chapter 4

4.1
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1 Various boys are getting                     2 Neil notices  a worn book, Five centuries of verse”.      3    Someone drops a number of 
              ready for bed                                                                                                              dog  biscuits by the dog’s feet.  

                                                                                                                                                   He gobbles them.
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4 The boys leave the building and        5 the boys search about the tree              6     In the cave Neil starts reading.
 set off running towards the woods.         trying to find a cave.
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7   The boys prepare their picnic               8  Meeks reads a poem performing it         9   The boys get out the cave.

                                                             almost like  a rap song.
4.2
Todd = b

Neil = a/c/f

Charlie = d/e

Cameron =g

Meeks= h

AWA

4.4

 Real ending:
“and with trembling hands, she placed the last four pieces and stared in horror at the face of a demented madman at the window. The last thing that this old lady  ever heard was the sound of breaking glass”.

Scene 5 

Chapter 5

BWA

5.1                                                                          
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5.2
	1= dummy  2= dagger 3= amoeba

4= mole     5=paw     6=goose                    7= dummy          8=canoe


WWA 

5.3

a) false: the classroom is full of students.
b) False: he stands up upon his desk to remind everybody that they must constantly look

     at  things in a different way.

c) True.

d) False: they have to deliver it on Monday.

e) True.

f) True.

g)True.

h) False: she doesn’t see him, she meets her boyfriend Chet.

i) True

5.4

1) Now, devotees may argue that one sport or game is inherently better than another.
2) For me, sport is actually a chance for us to have other human beings push us to excel.

3) Oh to struggle against great odds.

4) I live to be the ruler of life, not a slave.

5) To dance, clap hands, exalt, shout, skip, roll on, float on.

6) To have life henceforth the poem of new joys.

7) to indeed be a god!

Scene 6 

Chapter 6

WWA

6.1

1) Puck 2) Congratulations! 3) his father 4) Chris  5) a loud cry 6) smoking their pipes 7) sonorous

8) call Chris.

6.2

HOPKINS

"The cat sat on the mat." 

KEATING
Congratulations, Mr Hopkins. Yours is 



the first poem to ever have a negative 



score on the Pritchard scale. We're not 



laughing at you, we're laughing near 



you. I don't mind that your poem had a 



simple theme. Sometimes the most 



beautiful poetry can be about simple 



things, like a cat, or a flower or rain. 



You see, poetry can come from anything 



with the stuff of revelation in it. Just 



       don't let your poems be ordinary.

Scene 7

Chapter 7

BWA

7.2
1=e   2=d   3=a     4=c   5=b      6=g     7=f     8=h
WWA

7.3

1) The students are standing in a line while Cameron, Pitts and Knox are walking in a circle.

2) Mr Nolan looks out at the students in the courtyard  from his office.
3) Mr Keating asks the students to find their own walk.

4) Charlie doesn’t want to walk in the courtyard.

5) Todd shows Neil his new desk set.

6) Charlie brings two girls (Gloria and Tina) into the cave.

7) Knox goes to the party at Chet’s house.

8) Knox get drunk.

9) Chet hits Knox.

10) Charlie wrote an article demanding that girls should be admitted to Welton.
7.4
a) If you noticed, everyone started off  with their own stride.

b) Mr Pitts taking his time.

c) Mr. Cameron. You could see him thinking :” Is this right?”

d) Mr Overstreet driven by a deeper force.

e) I brought  them up here to illustrate the point of conformity.

f) The difficulty in maintaining your own beliefs in the face of others.

g) Ask yourselves why you were clapping.

h) We all have a great need for acceptance.

i) But you must trust that your beliefs are unique, your own.

l) Two roads diverged in a wood.

m) I want you to find your own walk right now.

n) Whether it’s proud, whether it’s silly, anything.

Scene 8

Chapter 8
Place : assembly hall

The professors hurry down the steps, lead by an  agitated Mr. Nolan. Some of them are carrying newspapers in their hands. They look very serious, grave, worried about something (= Charlie’s article).
BWA

8.1

1. to ferret out 
→   e

2. → O

3. → l

4. → h

5. → a

6. → p

7. → c

8. → n

9. → b

10. → d

11. → f

12. → g

13. → i

W W A
8.4

1. Mr  Nolan : In this week’s issue of Welton's Honor there appeared a profane and unauthorized article.

2. Mr  Nolan: - I'm asking any and all students who know anything about this article to make
                            themselves known here and now. 
3. Mr  Nolan :- I'm hearing rumours, John, about some unorthodox teaching methods in your
                           classroom. I'm not saying they've anything to do with the Dalton boy's outburst.
4. KEATING :-   Well, your reprimand made quite an impression, I'm sure. 
5. KEATING :- That was an exercise to prove a point. Dangers of conformity. 
6. KEATING :- Sucking the marrow out of life doesn't mean choking on the bone.
7. KEATING :- You being expelled from school is not daring to me. It's stupid, 'cause you'll miss some
                       golden opportunities. 

8. KEATING:- Keep your head about you. That goes for the lot of you.

8.5

      1. Mr Perry:- It's bad enough that you've wasted your time with this, this absurd acting
                           business.  But you deliberately deceived me!

2. Mr Perry :- How did you expect to get away with this? Answer me.

      3.  Neil :- Nobody. I thought I'd surprise you. I've gotten all A's in every class. 

      4.Mr Perry:- Did you think I wasn't going to find out?

      5. Mr  Perry :- I don't care if the world comes to an end tomorrow night.

      6. Mr  Perry:- I made a great many sacrifices to get you here, Neil, and you will not
                                let  me down. 
Scene 9

Chapter 9

BWA

9.1

Keating walks from the front of the classroom to Neil's desk. Neil is the only student remaining in the class.
He is smiling.

The furnishing: a map of Great Britain and Ireland; a half- length, black and white picture of a man with a moustache, wearing a jacket and a tie; a rolled up map leant against the wall, a globe, a flag.

9.2
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WWA

9.3
1.  False. He tells Mr Keating that he did , but it isn’t true.

2. True.

3. True.

4. False: he doesn’t want Neil to play.

5. True.

6. True.

9.4

Neil : g/          Mr Keating: d/f/       Mr Perry: h/    Charlie: a/   Chris: b/i/       Knox :c/

Scene 10

Chapter 10

WWA

10.2
1) True.

2) True.

3) False: they are victims.

4) False: he thinks he is responsible for Neil.

5) True.

6) True.

7)True.

8) False: half the class stands on the desks.

9) True.

10.3

I have here a detailed description of what occurred at your meetings. It describes how your teacher, Mr. Keating, 

encouraged you boys to organize this club and to use it as a source of inspiration for reckless and self-
indulgent behaviour. It describes how Mr. Keating, both in and out of the classroom, encouraged Neil Perry to follow his obsession with acting when he knew all along it was against the explicit order of Neil's parents. It was Mr. Keating's blatant abuse of his position as teacher that led directly to Neil Perry's death. 

� Travesty: parodia, farsa


� Scovare, scoprire
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